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Efbs Qbsfout
I would like to take this opportunity 
to welcome our prospective Sixth Form 
pupils to The British School of Amsterdam. 
Each year a large percentage of our own Year 11 

pupils progress into the Sixth Form and we welcome 

an increasing number of pupils from other schools, 

following a range of international curricula. Excellent 

relations between teachers and pupils ensure that all 

pupills thrive in a friendly, caring, stimulating and 

challenging atmosphere.

Our Sixth Form has its own identity within the school, 

zfu bu uif tbnf ujnf- zpv ibwf uif cfofûu pg cfjoh 
part of the whole school, and a range of clubs, 

leadership opportunities and extra-curricular activities 

are on offer to expand your experience. 

We take pride in the individual support we give to 

every pupil. Clear targets are set in each subject and 

close monitoring takes place by our strong Sixth Form 

tutor team. Entry to higher education is the goal for 

the majority of our pupils and care is taken to ensure 

that they are well prepared for the next stage of their 

academic life. The A Levels we offer enable entry into 

universities across the world I hope you enjoy 

browsing the curriculum and exciting enrichment 

options that we have here at The British School of 

Amsterdam Sixth Form. If you would like to visit the 

school please do not hesitate to contact us through 

our website, www.britams.nl.

Bmjtpo Njudifmm

Values and Ethos

In the Sixth Form at The British School of Amsterdam 

all pupils have the opportunity to succeed to their 

fullest potential. Each and every pupil will come to 

the Sixth Form, following their Key Stage 4 studies 

either with us or from a range of other countries and 

curricular background with the aim of being able to 

progress into Higher Education. 

In our increasingly competitive and globalised world, 

given the challenge that is ahead of our pupils, we 

ensure that resilience, aspiration, leadership and 

well-being are nurtured in all of our Sixth Formers. 

A Levels remain the ëgold standardí in education and 

pupils who are successful will hear university doors 

and career opportunities opening around the world. 

As such, we have a culture of collaboration 

and collegiality in the the Sixth Form that creates 

a wonderful working environment for our pupils 

up üpvsjti bt gvmmz bt uifjs ubmfou boe ibse xpsl xjmm 
allow. Pupils are expected to commit themselves 

as fully as possible to both their chosen studies 

as well as to the numerous opportunities for 

self-development, personal enrichment and 

community-orientated leadership.

Ifbeòt xfmdpnfDpoufout
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Extra-Curricular opportunities

Mfbefstijq Pqqpsuvojujft
In terms of student leadership, and to paraphrase JFK, 

in the Sixth Form, the focus is on asking not what the 

school can do for you but what you can do for the 

school and its community. 

Head Students and Senior Prefects play an integral 

qbsu jo uif mjgf pg uif Tjyui Gpsn/ Tjhojûdbou jo ifmqjoh 
to foster strong bonds across the whole school their 

roles are as diverse as they are pivotal. From the Student 

Council to the Green Committee and covering areas 

such as Events, Community Service and Peer Support 

programmes, our Head Student Team truly helps to 

shape the very real sense of kinship and collective 

support that is experienced by all at the BSA. 

The election process of Head Students and Senior 

Prefects happens at the end of the Easter Term in 

Year 12, this ensures pressure is relieved from 

Year 13s ahead of their summer examinations. 

Dmvct
The school offers a rich and varied programme of 

extra-curricular activities which provide pupils with 

the opportunity to pursue and develop their own 

interests, to experience new ventures, to compete 

as individuals or as a member of a team in various 

setting. Extra-curricular activities are provided by 

specialist teachers and instructors. Clubs and activities 

running this last academic year include: Rowing Club, 

Chess Club, Chamber Choir, Production Club, School 

Band, Debate Society, Science Research Club, Historical 

Film Club, Basketball, Mathematics Club, FITNUT, 

Squash, Art Club, Glass Making, Senior Choir and 

Native Languages clubs for Dutch, French, German 

and Spanish.

Uif Evlf Pg Fejocvshi Joufsobujpobm Bxbse
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is an internationally 

recognised award scheme for young people, with 

higher education establishments regarding it extremely 

highly when accompanying an application to university. 

The programme works on a three tier system ñ 

Bronze, Silver and Gold. Pupils can achieve an Award 

by completing a personal programme of activities in all 

gpvs tfdujpot )ps ûwf tfdujpot gps uif Hpme Bxbse* 
listed below:

ï Service ñ helping an individual, the community 

or the environment

ï Qiztjdbm í cfdpnjoh ûuufs uispvhi tqpsu- ebodf 
or exercise

ï Skills ñ developing existing talents or trying 

something new

ï Expedition ñ planning, training for and  

completing an adventurous journey

ï Sftjefoujbm )Hpme.pomz* í tubzjoh boe xpsljoh 
away from home as part of a team, arranged 

locally or abroad

Sixth Form pupils have the opportunity to participate 

in the silver award, regardless of whether they have 

done the bronze award, and can progress onto the 

gold award. The Service section of the Award encourages 

zpvoh qfpqmf up voefstuboe uif cfofûut pg tfswjdf 
to their community. The skills section encourages the 

development of personal interests and practical and 

social skills.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Programme is 

an opportunity for a real adventure. Pupils on the  

programme will have the opportunity to try new skills, 

challenge themselves, build teams and make friends.

Sixth Form Curriculum ñ depth and breadth

Uif Csjujti Tdippm pg Bntufsebn )CTB* dvssjdvmvn 
is based around three key components, the pupils 

chosen academic pathway, a complementary core 

curriculum and an extensive programme of extra 

curricular activities. The BSA has two academic 

qbuixbzt/ Uif ûstu qbuixbz jt uif B Mfwfm Qbuixbz 
uibu jt cbtfe po uif Csjujti Hfofsbm Dfsujûdbuf pg 
Fevdbujpo Bewbodfe Mfwfm )B Mfwfmt* boe Bewbodfe 
Tvctjejbsz Mfwfmt )BT Mfwfm* rvbmjûdbujpot/ BT boe 
B Mfwfm rvbmjûdbujpot bsf uif usbejujpobm rvbmjûdbujpot 
offered by UK schools and colleges for 16 to 19 year 

olds. These are internationally recognised and respected 

rvbmjûdbujpot xijdi fobcmf qvqjmt up tqfdjbmjtf jo uifjs 
chosen subjects in much greater depth. The second 

pathway is a transition pathway where pupils study 

b njyuvsf pg BT rvbmjûdbujpot boe Hfofsbm Dfsujûdbuf 
pg Tfdpoebsz Fevdbujpo )HDTF* rvbmjûdbujpot/ HDTFt 
bsf uif usbejujpobm rvbmjûdbujpot pggfsfe cz tdippmt 
in the UK for pupils 14 to 16 years old. The transition 

pathway gives those pupils who do not have a good 

HDTF qbtt )ps uif frvjwbmfou* jo uif dpsf tvckfdut- 
English, mathematics and a science, an opportunity 

up hbjo uiftf rvbmjûdbujpot cfgpsf qsphsfttjoh poup 
the A Level pathway.

Pupils academic studies are complemented by 

a compulsory core curriculum of personal, social, 

ifbmui boe fdpopnjd )QTIF* fevdbujpo boe uif 
elective programme. The aim of this core curriculum 

is to develop independent learning, critical thinking 

and problem solving skills. In addition, the school offers 

a wide range of optional extra-curricular activities. 

These give pupils the opportunity to further develop 

a cross section of interests and skills that will help 

prepare them for their next steps of higher education 

and employment.

Core Curriculum

QTIF
Pvs qfstpobm-tpdjbm- ifbmui boe fdpopnjd )QTIF*
education programme for the Sixth Form continues 

the strong focus at Key Stages 3 and 4 on pastorally 

supporting our students as they move through this 

crucial time in their lives. We offer every pupil in Year 

12 and 13 personally tailored, one-on-one support as 

uifz ûsn vq vojwfstjuz eftujobujpot- dpvstf dipjdft 
and personal statements/letters of motivation. 

In addition to the focus on preparing our Sixth 

Formers for the higher education pathways that lay 

ahead of them, we ensure that students receive age 

appropriate health and social education across a 

variety of topics. In a tutorial atmosphere that enables 

authentic and discursive exploration of issues relevant 

to their age and stage, pupils are guided through areas 

such as wellbeing, leadership, and living a healthy and 

productive life beyond the BSA.

Fmfdujwft
The BSA Elective Programme for Sixth Formers, 

allows all pupils the opportunity to stretch, challenge 

and cultivate curiosity in a wide variety of super-curricular 

scholarship and study. Developing intellectual, physical 

boe qijmptpqijdbm hspxui boe sfüfdujpo- uif Fmfdujwf 
Programme promotes independent learning, enrichment, 

lateral thinking and problem-solving skills.

Pupils select two modules from a choice of seventeen 

areas to be studied across the Autumn and Spring 

Terms. Whether choosing an Elective that is a direct 

extension of something on their current curriculum 

or opting for a course that resides in a completely 

different academic discipline, the programme offers 

a thorough and enjoyable challenge to all students.

Arranged broadly across disciplinary areas ñ STEM, 

Humanities, Social Sciences and Creative Arts there 

is much interdisciplinary linking and connection being 

made throughout the courses. From an Introduction 

to Criminal Law to our Mindfulness course, or from 

Computational Programming with using Raspberry Pi 

and Python to Alternative Approaches to Kiln Building, 

the Elective Programme is an essential experience for 

all BSA Sixth Formers.

Tjyui Gpsn DvssjdvmvnTjyui Gpsn Dvssjdvmvn

A Levels 

& 

GCSEs

Fyusb. 
Dvssjdvmbs

Dpsf 
Dvssjdvmvn
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Bdbefnjd QbuixbztTjyui Gpsn Dvssjdvmvn

A Level Pathway

BT boe B Mfwfm rvbmjûdbujpot bsf uif usbejujpobm 
rvbmjûdbujpot pggfsfe cz VL tdippmt boe dpmmfhft gps 
16 to 19 year olds. These are internationally recognised 

boe sftqfdufe rvbmjûdbujpot xijdi fobcmf qvqjmt up 
specialise in their chosen subjects in much greater 

depth. A Levels are two year courses with pupils 

sitting external examinations at the end of Year 13. 

Some subjects may contain a coursework component 

xijdi dpvout upxbset uif qvqjmtò ûobm hsbef/ Uif 
coursework component is usually internally marked 

and graded by their teachers according to examination 

board criteria and then moderated externally by 

uif fybnjobujpo bxbsejoh cpez/ BT rvbmjûdbujpot bsf 
pof zfbs rvbmjûdbujpot boe bsf bmtp bttfttfe uispvhi 
external examinations and coursework. A Level 

and AS Levels are graded A*, A, B, C, D, E or U and 

universities and employers recognise grades A*to E 

to be a pass. 

Pupils on the A Level programme will usually be 

expected to study four subjects in Year 12. They will 

be assessed in these subjects at the end of Year 12 

either by taking the AS examinations or through 

internal examinations. Those pupils who are successful 

in Year 12 and continue onto Year 13 have the option 

to drop one of their subjects and to focus in Year 13 

on just three subjects through to A Level.

GCSE Transition Pathway

CTB bmtp pggfst HDTF rvbmjûdbujpot jo uif dpsf 
subjects of English, Maths and Science to pupils 

who have not yet achieved a C/4 grade or higher 

prior to entry into the Sixth Form. GCSEs are the 

usbejujpobm rvbmjûdbujpot pggfsfe cz tdippmt jo uif 
UK for pupils 14 to 16 years old. Pupils will take an 

average of ten examinations at the end of Year 11, 

the results of which are important for the next stage of 

their academic journey. GCSEs have traditionally been 

graded from A* to G but recent reforms have led to 

the introduction of new GCSEs which are graded on a 

tdbmf pg : epxo up 2/ Dvssfoumz cpui HDTF rvbmjûdbujpot 
are being offered by examination boards and the 

British Department of Education considers a grade C 

or above or a grade 4 and above to be a good pass. 

Those students who did not achieve a good pass 

or equivalent prior to the Sixth Form are therefore 

offered the opportunity to achieve this good pass as 

part of their Sixth Form programme. Pupils who 

are successful on this pathway will then have the 

opportunity to progress onto the A Level pathway.

Entry requirements

All the subjects at GCSE level are examined 

independently, meaning it is not necessary for a pupil 

to achieve a good pass in all subjects at GCSE to progress 

to the next stage of their education ñ year 12 and 13 

and the A Level programme. Those pupils who have 

not studied GCSE will be expected to have achieved 

grades that are recognised as equivalent to the entry 

requirements listed in the prospectus.

EPQ

Unique to the Sixth Form is the opportunity that 

pupils have to complete the Extended Project 

Rvbmjûdbujpo )FQR*/ Uijt jt bo fyufsobmmz bxbsefe 
rvbmjûdbujpo uibu bmmpxt qvqjmt up joefqfoefoumz 
complete a personal project on a topic of their 

choosing. It will either eventuate in a 5000 word 

written essay or will see pupils create an artefact or 

performance that can demonstrate their engagement 

with a particular set of themes, topics or issues. 

Previously, pupils have submitted EPQ essays in areas 

as wide ranging as spoiler downforce in F1 cars, to 

the economic impact of marketisation in the English 

Premier League. Artefacts also mine similarly fascinating 

bsfbt tvdi bt b epdvnfoubsz tuzmf ûmn fyqmpsjoh 
cross-cultural identity to musical projects that explore 

uif efcu uibu joufsufyuvbm joüvfodf dbo qmbz jo uif 
composition of new material.

Qbtupsbm tvqqpsu í uif uvups tztufn
In the Sixth Form, the tutor system adapts to 

ensure that all pupils have the support, guidance 

and information that they need to succeed during 

this vital period of their education. 

Pupils from years 12 and 13 are mixed into one 

pg ûwf uvups hspvqt boe qbsujdjqbuf jo b qsphsbnnf 
of personal, social and professional development that 

acts as the foundation of their time in the Sixth Form. 

Tutors work with pupils on both an individual and 

group-orientated basis to ensure that organisation, 

attitude to learning, and targeted achievement aims 

and objectives are always kept in sight. 

Blending the two year groups ensures that a natural 

cohesion can develop across the student body. Those 

new to the rigors of Sixth Form study can learn from 

their older peers whose paths to success, as well as 

their lessons from failure, help to ensure strong, 

collegiate bonds between age groups. 

Meeting every day for morning and afternoon 

sessions, our tutor group system ensures that all pupils 

are well aware and on-track to realising their own 

trajectories of success.

University Applications

Whether you are aspiring to apply to universities or 

higher education institutions in The Netherlands, the 

UK or, indeed, the rest of the world, you will receive 

expert guidance, support and advice every step 

along the way in the Sixth Form. Working with highly 

experienced tutors and visiting university representatives, 

Sixth Formers follow a structured programme designed 

to ensure that students are making informed and 

appropriate choices for their futures. 

From sessions on writing the exemplary personal 

statements and letters of motivation to university 

visits, interview preparation and careers advice, students 

at the British School of Amsterdam go on to prestigious, 

world-class institutions around the world. Most 

importantly, they go on to destinations that are 

entirely suitable and tailored to their own individual 

pathways and we are contacted frequently by alumni 

who want to pass on their thanks for the support 

they have received at the BSA.

For students needing to reach
A Level entry requirements

Depending on which subject and exam board is chosen,
the A level period will either be examined in two parts

or once at the end of Yr 13

TRANSITION YEAR
GCSE & AS LEVELS

FIRST YEAR
AS LEVEL (YR12)

SECOND YEAR
AS LEVEL (YR13)
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Making subject choices

When making options decisions we recommend the following things are taken into consideration.

Xiz qvqjmt tipvme  
dipptf b tvckfdu

Xiz qvqjmt tipvme OPU  
dipptf b tvckfdu

 Bcjmjuz If a pupil is good at a subject or has a 
natural talent in a particular subject area.

If a pupil thinks that it will be an easy option.

 Joufsftu If a pupil enjoys studying the subject and has 
looked at the course content and it interests 
them. This will help keep them motivated 
when things get tough.

If the pupilís friends are doing it so they 
think it will be fun. If they like their teacher. 
Their current teacher may not be teaching 
the subject next year.

 Gvuvsf It links to the pupilís career plan and will help 
them develop relevant skills for their future.

The pupil did not have time to research 
their options properly and they cannot think 
of anything better to do.

 Bewjdf The pupil has discussed their options with 
their teachers and parents and they have 
dpoûsnfe ju jt b hppe jefb/

The pupil is only doing the subject because 
someone else told them to do it.

Careers and future options

For many pupils choosing the Sixth Form subjects 

dbo cf ejgûdvmu bt uifz nbz opu ibwf b gvuvsf dbsffs 
in mind at this stage. This is perfectly normal and the 

most important aspect in selecting their subjects is to 

make sure that it leaves them with a range of future 

career options. Even if they do have a particular career 

in mind at this stage they are more than likely going to 

change careers during their lifetime. Research suggests 

that this generation will have on average at least three 

different careers and that 65% will work in jobs that 

do not currently exist!

Some of the most common questions pupils will ask 

include; are my A Level choices affected by my GCSE 

choices and do universities care about the A Levels 

that I choose? Some A Level options do not require 

you to have studied the subject at GCSE, for example 

psychology, business studies and media studies, although 

having some background may be an advantage. Most 

A Level and university courses will expect you to have 

the core subjects such as English, mathematics and 

sciences at GCSE and that is why we offer these 

subjects for those pupils who do not have a good 

pass. In addition, for certain degree courses (sciences, 

ijtupsz ps gpsfjho mbohvbhft*- zpv xjmm offe up ibwf 
studied these subjects at A Level and therefore 

taken them at GCSE. For many careers however 

the requirements at GCSE and A Level are not 

too limiting. For example, to take a law course UK 

vojwfstjujft ep opu efnboe tqfdjûd tvckfdut bt mpoh 
you have done well in the academic subjects you have 

chosen. A list of some of the most common degrees 

and required subjects are listed on page nine and you 

can of course ask your subject teachers and other 

members of staff. We also recommend that you 

conduct your own research as course requirements 

will often differ depending on the country and the 

course you wish to study. Useful websites are also 

included on the next page of the prospectus. 

As part of the PSHE programme in the Sixth Form 

pupils are given an opportunity to broaden their 

knowledge and understanding of the nature and 

demands of a variety of careers. They will receive 

careers talks and presentation from a variety 

of employers and have the opportunity to 

visit universities. 

A Level entry requirements

Pupils wishing to follow our full A Level programme 

should as a minimum have achieved at least 6 good 

qbttft )Hsbeft :í5 ps B+íD* bu HDTF- jodmvejoh 
English and Mathematics. In addition, there may be 

tqfdjûd dsjufsjb gps joejwjevbm B Mfwfm tvckfdut xjui 
most subjects requiring a minimum of a B/6 grade or 

higher in the subject they wish to study at A Level. 

Tqfdjûd tvckfdu sfrvjsfnfout dbo cf gpvoe jo uif 
subject information section of the prospectus.

GCSE entry requirements

Pupils wishing to follow a GCSE programme should 

have achieved at least 6 GCSE passes including English 

boe Nbuifnbujdt/ Jo beejujpo- uifsf nbz cf tqfdjûd 
criteria for indivdual subjects which is outlined in the 

relevant section of the prospectus.

It is possible to follow a mixture of A Level and GCSE 

courses. If pupils are not sure whether they meet the 

criteria for all of their chosen subjects, we may be able 

to offer an alternative and build a programme around 

their individual strengths and needs. All applicants will 

have a one to one interview and be guided through 

the course selection process to ensure that 

appropriate choices are made. 

Bqqmjdbujpo Qspdftt
Before making their Sixth Form choices we strongly 

advise pupils and parents to carry out extensive 

research. The prospectus has information on the aims 

of each course, what is involved and how pupils will 

be assessed. In addition, throughout Year 11 pupils 

have the opportunity to discuss, with tutors, subject 

teachers and other professionals, their thoughts and 

ideas about their next steps. It is important to have 

this dialogue, particularly when choosing A Level 

subjects as this can impact on choice of university 

courses. Pupils need to select a programme of study 

and a range of subjects that is appropriate for their 

ability level and that will allow them the greatest chance 

to achieve their future higher education and career goals. 

The school will take into consideration current and 

predicted academic achievement in order to guide 

pupils onto a programme of study that will best meet 

their needs. We appreciate that progress levels may 

change over the coming six months and for this 

reason it may be appropriate for some pupils to apply 

for more than one set of courses. Once we have 

received a pupils application they will be invited for 

interview to talk through their application and to help 

guide their course selection. After the interview pupils 

will be given a conditional offer that is dependent on 

the course choices and current academic progress.

Gjobm dipjdft
Every effort is made to accommodate pupil 

choices and to ensure that they are able to take 

their preferred choice of subjects. However due to 

timetabling constraints or due to pupil numbers this 

is not always possible. It should also be stressed that 

applying for a subject is not an automatic guarantee, 

rather an expression of interest. In some instances 

we may feel that a pupil is not suited to a particular 

course or type of learning and we will advise against 

the selection. If a subject choice is not possible for 

whatever reason the pupil and parents will be informed 

and pupils will be asked to choose from one of their 

reserve subjects. Final decisions about a subject choice 

rest with the Head of School, Ms Mitchell.

Dipptjoh TvckfdutBqqmjdbujpo Qspdftt

Step 01
Sixth Form Presentation to pupils.

Step 08
Final Choices made and confirmed.

Step 02
Sixth Form focus week
takes place in lessons.

Step 07
Option Blocks created

and shared.

Step 03
Sixth Form Evening

for pupils and parents.

Step 05
Interviews.

Step 04
Application forms

completed.
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Degree courses Subjects normally required at A Level
Accountancy Nbuit )rvjuf pgufo*
Agriculture Chemistry &/or Biology
Architecture Nbuifnbujdt ' Bsu qpsugpmjp )tpnf*
Biology Biology, Chemistry or Mathematics or Physics
Business Studies Nbuit )tpnf*
Chemistry Chemistry & Mathematics or Physics
Classical civilisations None
Computing and information Systems Nbuifnbujdt )tpnf*
Dentistry Chemistry & two of Mathematics/ Biology/ Physics
Drama English
Economics Nbuifnbujdt )gfx*
Fohjoffsjoh )Difn* Mathematics & Physics & Chemistry
Fohjoffsjoh )puifst* Nbuifnbujdt ' Qiztjdt )qmvt Difnjtusz bo bewboubhf*
English English
Languages The language you wish to study
Geography Geography
Geology Nbuifnbujdt ' Qiztjdt )ps 3 tdjfodft*
History History
Land Management Nbuifnbujdt )gfx* Hfphsbqiz qsfgfssfe
Law None
Materials Science Mathematics & Physics & Chemistry
Mathematics Mathematics & Further Mathematics
Medicine Difnjtusz ' Cjpmphz )qmvt Qiztjdt ps Nbuifnbujdt*
Music Music
Pharmacy Chemistry & Biology & Physics or Mathematics
Philosophy Nbuifnbujdt )gfx*
Politics None
Psychology Uxp tdjfodft )gfx* Nbuifnbujdt )tpnf*
Social Sciences None
Veterinary Science Chemistry & Biology & Physics or Mathematics

The British and Dutch education systems

For parents and pupils who are familiar with the 

Dutch education system the table below provides a 

dpnqbsjtpo cfuxffo Evudi boe Csjujti rvbmjûdbujpot/

EVUDI RVBMJGJDBUJPO CSJUJTI FRVJWBMFOU

WNCP Ejqmpnb GCSEs in six subjects 

with grades ranging from 

D to G or 3 to 1

IBWP Ejqmpnb GCSEs in four subjects 

with grades ranging  

from A*to C or 9 to 4

and either

AS Level grades A to C 

in two additional subjects 

or  

A Level grades A* to E 

in two additional subjects 

(six different subjects  

jo upubm*

WXP Ejqmpnb GCSEs in three subjects 

with grades ranging 

from A*to C or 9 to 4 

and A Level grades A* 

to C in three additional 

subjects (six different 

tvckfdut jo upubm*

University entrance requirements for Dutch 

universities are set by the university admissions 

themselves and will differ depending on the university 

and course selected. It is important to thoroughly 

research courses before choosing A Level subjects 

and staff are available to guide pupils and parents 

in this area.

Further Research

As part of the options process pupils are encouraged 

to carry out additional research to help them with 

their selection. Below are some useful websites that 

will help them gather information on the courses 

needed for further study and possible careers pathways.

Examination Boards

ï Bttfttnfou boe Rvbmjûdbujpot Bmmjbodf )BRB* í 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/

ï Dbncsjehf joufsobujpobm fybnjobujpot )DJF* í 
http://www.cie.org.uk/

ï Edexcel ñ  

iuuqt;00rvbmjûdbujpot/qfbstpo/dpn0fo0ipnf/iunm

Further Education

ï UK ñ Universities and Admissions Service   

)VDBT* iuuqt;00xxx/vdbt/dpn0
ï Netherlands ñ https://www.studyinholland.nl/

ï European universities ñ Eunicas  

www.eunicas.co.uk 

ï US ñ https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

ï International ñ https://www.topuniversities.com/

Efhsff dpvstf sfrvjsfnfoutDipptjoh Tvckfdut
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Cjpmphz
Bxbsejoh Cpez; Fefydfm Joufsobujpobm

Introduction

The Edexcel International A Level course will allow pupils to expand upon their previous biological knowledge 

and to study topics they will have not covered at GCSE such as forensics and neuroscience. The course has 

been designed to engage and inspire pupils and develop an understanding of many contemporary issues within 

uif ûfme pg cjpmphjdbm tdjfodft/ 

Aims of the course 

The context-led topic approach begins with the consideration of an application that draws on many different 

areas of biology, and then moves on to the biological concepts underlying this application. Pupils will be able 

to develop their practical laboratory skills, analyse data, evaluate methodology, debate ethical issues as well as 

develop an understanding of the theories and models that underpin these topics.

Course outline and assessment procedure 

The course will be assessed via six examination units. The AS grade is a combination of examination results 

in Unit 1,2 and 3 with the full A Level combining marks from all six units

ï Voju 2; Npmfdvmft- Ejfu- Usbotqpsu boe Ifbmui )31&*
ï Voju 3; Cells, Development, Biodiversity and Conservation (20%

ï Voju 4; Qsbdujdbm Tljmmt jo Cjpmphz J )21&*
ï Voju 5; Fofshz- Fowjsponfou- Njdspcjpmphz boe Jnnvojuz )31&*
ï Voju 6; Sftqjsbujpo- Joufsobm Fowjsponfou- Dppsejobujpo boe Hfof Ufdiopmphz )31&*
ï Voju 7; Qsbdujdbm Tljmmt jo Cjpmphz JJ )21&*
Considerations for entry on course 

Qvqjmt tipvme tipx b lffo joufsftu jo cjpmphz boe uif upqjdt dpwfsfe/ Jo beejujpo- up nffu uif tdjfoujûd efnboet 
of the course pupils should achieve a Grade B/6 or higher in their biology GCSE. Pupils who have completed 

a Double Award Science GCSE should have achieved a BB or higher.

Possible careers and future study 

Biology is a valuable subject to study at A Level for a number of degrees and careers from healthcare such 

as medicine, paramedic science, radiographer, pharmaceuticals and physiotherapy; research posts for example 

jo uif ûfme pg dbodfs sftfbsdi up hfofujdt< jo dpnnvojdbujpot bt b tdjfodf fejups ps xjmemjgf qipuphsbqifs< 
environmental sciences offers a range of opportunities from environmental law, within formation of policies 

and food sciences such a brewing and working with animals and plantsÖ The list is endless! 

Biology will help you develop a better understanding of the natural world around you and how we as  

humans can use these resources and maintain them for future generations.

Introduction

This Art and Design Syllabus is designed for pupils who wish to extend and develop their studies in the subject. 

The course should stimulate interest, enjoyment and personal enrichment as well as providing the opportunity 

for artistic exploration and design thinking. 

Aims of the course 

A course of study in Art and Design should actively seek to develop the ability to record from direct 

observation and personal experience, to perceive, understand and express concepts and feelings and to 

experiment and innovate and use imagination and intuition.

Course outline and assessment procedure 

The course is split into four separate components: wo components are taken in Year 12 and two additional 

components are taken in Year 13.as follows:

Zfbs 23

ï Dpnqpofou 2 )71& pg uif BT nbsl* dpotjtut pg uif dpoufout pg uif qpsugpmjp- xijdi xjmm cf efufsnjofe 
by the nature of the course of study

ï Dpnqpofou 3 )51& pg uif B mfwfm nbsl* dpotjtut pg bo $joufsobmmz bttfttfe fybnjobujpo xjui 21 ipvst 
of unaided, supervised time. 

Zfbs 24

ï Dpnqpofou 4 )71& pg uif B Mfwfm nbsl* qvqjmt bsf sfrvjsfe up dpoevdu b qsbdujdbm jowftujhbujpo joup bo 
idea, issue, concept or theme, supported by written material in the form of an essay of 1,000 to 3,000 words.

ï Dpnqpofou 5 )51& pg uif B Mfwfm nbsl* dpotjtut pg bo fyufsobmmz tfu bttjhonfou boe 26 ipvst pg  
unaided, supervised time. 

Considerations for entry on course 

The best foundation for success in this course is a good grade at GCSE along with a genuine interest in the 

subject with a passion and willingness to work hard at developing artistic abilities. Pupils should be prepared to 

immerse themselves fully in the subject, visiting galleries and keeping up to date with contemporary practice as 

well as making dedicated time outside of lessons to develop their work. 

Possible careers and future study

Cftjeft bsu uif dpvstf xjmm bmtp cfofûu puifs dbsffst jo xijdi bo bsu boe eftjho cbdlhspvoe jt wfsz sfmfwbou- 
jodmvejoh eftjho )hsbqijd- joufsjps- gbtijpo boe ufyujmf*- bsdijufduvsf )xifsf nboz dpvstft btl gps b qpsugpmjp pg 
bsu xpsl* boe puifs dbsffst jo uif dsfbujwf joevtusz/

Bsu boe Eftjho
Bxbsejoh Cpez; BRB
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Difnjtusz
Bxbsejoh Cpez; Fefydfm Joufsobujpobm

Cvtjoftt Tuvejft
Bxbsejoh Cpez; Fefydfm Joufsobujpobm 

Introduction

A Level Chemistry gives pupils the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills. Pupils will be expected to 

bobmztf boe fwbmvbuf tdjfoujûd lopxmfehf boe qspdfttft- bqqmz uijt lopxmfehf up vogbnjmbs tjuvbujpot boe bttftt 
uif wbmjejuz- sfmjbcjmjuz boe dsfejcjmjuz pg tdjfoujûd jogpsnbujpo/ Jo beejujpo- qvqjmt xjmm ibwf uif pqqpsuvojuz up 
develop experimental and investigative skills though carrying out laboratory practicals.

Aims of the course 

The AS and A Level course aims to develop the following skills:

ï an interest in, and enthusiasm, for chemistry including developing an interest in further study and  

careers in chemistry

ï bo bqqsfdjbujpo pg ipx tpdjfuz nblft efdjtjpot bcpvu tdjfoujûd jttvft boe ipx uif tdjfodft  
contribute to the success of the economy and society

ï a deeper understanding of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How Science Works

ï essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate  

to each other.

Course outline and assessment procedure 

The course will be assessed via six examination units. The AS grade is a combination of examination results 

in Unit 1, 2 and 3 with the full A Level combining marks from all six units.

ï Voju 2; Tusvduvsf- Cpoejoh boe Jouspevdujpo up Pshbojd Difnjtusz )31&*
ï Voju 3; Energetics, Group Chemistry, Halogenoalkanes and Alcohols (20%

ï Voju 4; Difnjtusz Mbcpsbupsz Tljmmt J )21&*
ï Voju 5; Sbuft- Frvjmjcsjb boe Gvsuifs Pshbojd Difnjtusz )31&*
ï Voju 6; Usbotjujpo Nfubmt boe Pshbojd Ojusphfo Difnjtusz )31&*
ï Voju 7; Difnjtusz Mbcpsbupsz Tljmmt JJ )21&*

Considerations for entry on course 

Pupils should show a keen interest in chemistry and the topics covered. Pupils should achieve a Grade B/6 

ps ijhifs jo Difnjtusz HDTF ps CC gps Epvcmf Bxbse Tdjfodf/ B dpoûefodf jo nbuifnbujdt jt eftjsbcmf/

Possible careers and future study 

B rvbmjûdbujpo jo difnjtusz pqfot eppst up b xjef sbohf pg dbsffst/ Difnjtusz jt jowpmwfe jo pvs fwfszebz 
lives and there is a vast range of jobs and careers open to those who have studied chemistry at any level; great 

career opportunities exist both inside and outside the lab. Nobody knows what the jobs of the future will look 

like, but many of them will be created in chemistry to solve global challenges such as human health, energy and 

the environment.

Introduction

Business Studies A Level gives pupils the opportunity to investigate different types of businesses and study the 

ways in which companies make decisions, grow and operate in the global market place. Business Studies can be 

taken as an AS Level over one academic year or as an A Level examined after two years of study.

Aims of the course 

The AS and A Level course aims to develop the following skills:

ï develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of business and gain a holistic understanding  

of business

ï be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations and individuals 

ï acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including decision-making, problem solving, 

uif dibmmfohjoh pg bttvnqujpot boe uif rvboujûdbujpo boe nbobhfnfou pg jogpsnbujpo/

Course outline and assessment procedure 

The Edexcel A level requires students to study the following units: 

ï Voju 2 ñ Marketing and People

ï Voju 3 ñ Managing Business Activities

ï Voju 4 ñ Business Decisions and Strategy

ï Voju 5 ñ Global Business

The course is assessed through external examinations. Pupils will take unit 1 and 2 exams in Year 12 which 

make up the AS. Unit 3 and Unit 4 examinations are taken in Year 13 to complete the full A Level. Each exam 

is worth 25% of the A Level.

Considerations for entry on course 

The desired entry requirement for this course is a grade B/6 at GCSE level in mathematics and English.

Qvqjmt ep opu offe up ibwf tuvejft Cvtjoftt Tuvejft bu HDTF bmuipvhi uijt xpvme cf cfofûdjbm 

Pupils will have to develop substantial independent studies skills and an ability to use initiative. Pupils will be 

expected to study extensively in their own time as well as read around the subject. 

Possible careers and future study 

Business Studies is an excellent course for those looking to understand the world of business. It is a suitable 

for anyone looking to work in a wide range of industries and management. Business Studies A level is not 

a prerequisite for continued study at university.
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Evudi
Bxbsejoh Cpez; UbbmVojf

DOBWU C3 FYBNDpnqvufs Tdjfodf
Bxbsejoh Cpez; Dbncsjehf Joufsobujpobm Fybnjobujpot )DJF*

Introduction

Uif DObWU dfsujûft mbohvbhf qspûdjfodz pg Evudi bt b gpsfjho mbohvbhf xpsmexjef- vtjoh ubtl cbtfe boe 
epnbjo tqfdjûd fybnt sfmbufe up uif Dpnnpo Fvspqfbo Gsbnfxpsl pg Sfgfsfodf gps Mbohvbhft )DFGS*/ 
Uif DObWU jt b qspkfdu dpnnjttjpofe cz uif Evudi Mbohvbhf Vojpo )UbbmVojf* boe uif fybnt bsf efwfmpqfe 
by the Centre for Language and Education at the University of Leuven. The CNaVT exams are organised all 

bspvoe uif xpsme gps zpvoh bevmut )27í29 zst* xip xbou up qspwf uifjs mbohvbhf qspûdjfodz jo Evudi xjui 
bo joufsobujpobmmz sfdphojtfe dfsujûdbuf/ 

Uif fybn D2 Fevdbujfg Tubsucflxbbn )TUSU* jt bxbsefe xjui uif BMUF R.nbsl/ Uijt rvbmjuz joejdbups 
shows that the exam passed a rigorous audit and meets all quality standards of ALTE (Association of Language 

Uftufst jo Fvspqf*/ BMUF jt dpmmbcpsbujpo cfuxffo jotujuvujpot uibu qspevdf fybnjobujpot pg Fvspqfbo mbohvbhft 
)mjlf Dbncsjehf Bttfttnfou- Hpfuif.Jotujuvu boe Bmmjbodf Gsbo®bjtf*/ Uif DObWU ibt cffo b nfncfs pg BMUF 
since 1996 and exchanges expertise with members in other countries and other language areas

Aims of the course

This exam is for those who would like to start a study at a Flemish or Dutch institution of higher education.

ï listen and respond to a variety of spoken sources, including authentic sources;

ï read and respond to a variety of written texts, including authentic sources, covering different contexts, 

registers, styles and genres;

ï adapt their written language appropriately for different situations and purposes;

ï use the language accurately to express facts and ideas, and to present explanations, opinions and 

information in writing;

ï understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures as detailed in the CNaVT 

tqfdjûdbujpo<
ï study materials that illustrate aspects of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage 

of one or more of the countries or communities where the language is spoken

ï use the language to present viewpoints, develop arguments, analyse and evaluate in writing

Course outline and assessment procedure 

The CNaVT paper-based exam consists of three parts. In part A the candidate has to listen and write. 

Jo qbsu C sfbejoh boe xsjujoh qspûdjfodz bsf uftufe/ Qbsu D jt uif psbm qbsu pg uif fybn/ Qbsu B boe C bsf 
tested in a classroom setting, while in part C the examiner and the candidate have a one-to-one conversation.

Considerations for entry on course 

Dboejebuft dbo ublf uif DObWU fybnt jo uif ûstu ibmg pg Nbz pg fwfsz zfbs/ Qvqjmt xjmm cf fyqfdufe up ibwf 
studied Dutch before and to have achieved a minimum of Level B1 on the Common European Franework 

pg Sfgfsfodf gps Mbohvbhft )DFGS*

Possible careers and future study 

B rvbmjûdbujpo jo Evudi pqfot eppst up b xjef sbohf pg ûfmet- tvdi bt; uif ejqmpnbujd efswjdf- uif tfdvsjuz 
service, journalism, law, accountancy, business administration, sales and marketing, public services, transport, 

upvsjtn boe iptqjubmjuz- joufsobujpobm bje boe ûobodf/

Introduction

Computer Science is a practical subject in which students can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom 

to real-world systems. It is an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement, with a look at the 

obuvsbm xpsme uispvhi b ejhjubm qsjtn/ Uijt rvbmjûdbujpo wbmvft dpnqvubujpobm uijoljoh- ifmqjoh qvqjmt up efwfmpq uif 
skills to solve problems, design systems and understand the power and limits of human and machine intelligence. 

The course is a great preparation for pupils who want to go on to study computer science at a higher level and 

will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills.

Aims of the course 

An understanding of and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science including: 

abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation

ï The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through the practical experience of solving such 

problems, including writing programs to do so.

ï The capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically.

ï The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science.

ï Uif bcjmjuz up bsujdvmbuf uif joejwjevbm )npsbm*- tpdjbm )fuijdbm*- mfhbm boe dvmuvsbm pqqpsuvojujft boe sjtlt 
of digital technology.

Course outline and assessment procedure 

The AS Level is assessed through two examinations.

Qbqfs 2 í Uifpsz Gvoebnfoubmt fybn pg 2 is 41 njo )61&*
Qbqfs 3 í Gvoebnfoubm Qspcmfn.tpmwjoh boe Qsphsbnnjoh Tljmmt )61&*

Pupils are assessed on the following topics; fundamentals of programming, fundamentals of data structure, 

systematic approach to problem solving, theory of computation, fundamentals of data representation, 

fundamentals of computer systems, fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture, consequences 

of uses of computing and fundamentals of communication and networking

The A Level includes Paper 1 and Paper 2 taken for AS plus two further examination papers. 

Qbqfs 4 ñ Advanced Theory exam of 1 hr 30 mins 

Qbqfs 5 ñ Further Problem-solving and Programming Skills exam completed on PC ñ 2 hours

Bmm fybnt dpvou gps 36& pg uif ûobm nbsl/

In addition to the topics assessed at AS Level, the following topics will be assessed as part of the A Level; 

fundamentals of algorithms, consequences of uses of computing, fundamentals of databases, big data, 

fundamentals of functional programming

Considerations for entry on course 

Pupils should show a keen interest in computer science and the topics covered. In addition, to meet the 

tdjfoujûd efnboet pg uif dpvstf tuvefout tipvme bdijfwf b hsbef C07 ps ijhifs jo uifjs dpnqvufs tdjfodf HDTF 
boe hppe dpoûefodf jo nbuifnbujdt jt eftjsbcmf/

Possible careers and future study 

B wbtu bssbz pg kpct fyjtut xjuijo uif ûfme pg dpnqvufs tdjfodf jodmvejoh bobmztu- qsphsbnnfs boe efwfmpqfs 
spmft/ Uifsf bsf pqqpsuvojujft xjuijo nboz tfdupst tvdi bt ufmfdpnnvojdbujpot- bfsptqbdf boe efgfodf- ûobodjbm 
services, healthcare, manufacturing, public and third sectors. This course enables progression into higher 

education in a wide range of degree areas such as computing, engineering and mathematics. 
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�)�R�K�P�M�W�L���0�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���E�R�H���0�M�X�I�V�E�X�Y�V�I��
�%�[�E�V�H�M�R�K���&�S�H�]�����)�H�I�\�G�I�P��

�)�G�S�R�S�Q�M�G�W
�%�[�E�V�H�M�R�K���&�S�H�]�����)�H�I�\�G�I�P���-�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P

Introduction
When studying English Language & Literature, pupils can learn not only language aspects such as vocabulary 
�M�X�I�Q�W���F�Y�X���E�P�W�S���X�L�E�X���P�E�R�K�Y�E�K�I���G�E�R���F�I���Y�W�I�H���J�S�V���W�T�I�G�M�½�G���E�R�H���E�I�W�X�L�I�X�M�G���T�Y�V�T�S�W�I�W�����-�R���E�H�H�M�X�M�S�R�����X�L�I���W�X�Y�H�]���S�J���)�R�K�P�M�W�L��
Language & Literature can provide pupils with a fresh and creative angle with which to approach their studies 
in particular and their lives in general.

Aims of the course
A Level English Language and Literature pupils will be required to: 

• develop and apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation

• develop and apply their understanding of the concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis  
and study of language 

• use linguistic and literary approaches in their reading and interpretation of texts, showing how the two 
disciplines can relate to each other

• engage creatively and critically with a wide range of texts,

• explore the ways in which texts relate to each other and the contexts in which they are produced  
and received

• develop their skills as producers and interpreters of language

• undertake independent and sustained studies to develop their skills as producers and interpreters  
of language 

Course outline and assessment procedure 
�%�7���0�I�Z�I�P�����E���S�R�I���]�I�E�V���G�S�Y�V�W�I����¯���X�[�S���I�\�E�Q�M�R�E�X�M�S�R�W��

• �'�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X����: Voices in Speech and Writing – 1hr 30 mins

• �'�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X������ Varieties in Language and Literature – 1hr 30 mins 

�%���0�I�Z�I�P�����E���S�R�I���]�I�E�V���G�S�Y�V�W�I���J�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���S�R���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���%�7���X�L�E�X���M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�W���E�R�H���I�\�X�I�R�H�W���X�L�I���%�7���G�S�Y�V�W�I���G�S�R�X�I�R�X���
– two examinations plus a coursework portfolio.

• �'�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X������ Voices in Speech and Writing – 2hr 30 mins

• �'�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X������ Varieties in Language and Literature – 2hr 30 mins

• �'�S�Q�T�S�R�I�R�X��������Coursework, ‘Investigating and Creating Texts’. 

Considerations for entry on course 
Minimum requirement six GCSEs at C/5 or above including English Language & Literature Grade B/6 or above. 
Pupils will have to develop substantial independent studies skills and an ability to use initiative. Pupils will be 
�I�\�T�I�G�X�I�H���X�S���W�X�Y�H�]���I�\�X�I�R�W�M�Z�I�P�]���M�R���]�S�Y�V���S�[�R���X�M�Q�I���E�W���[�I�P�P���E�W���V�I�E�H���E�V�S�Y�R�H���X�L�I���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X�����7�T�I�G�M�½�G�E�P�P�]���M�R���)�R�K�P�M�W�L���T�Y�T�M�P�W��
will be expected to read a sample from a wide range of texts other than those studied in class, in order to 
explore how writers create voices. Pupils will be expected, therefore, to employ a variety of reading strategies.

Possible careers and future study 
The skills pupils gain through studying English are marketable in most career areas and careers directly 
related to the studying of English include: editorial assistant, English as a foreign language teacher, lexicographer, 
magazine journalist, newspaper journalist, primary school teacher, secondary school teacher, writer. Careers 
where your degree would be useful include: academic librarian, advertising account executive, advertising 
�G�S�T�]�[�V�M�X�I�V�����E�V�X�W���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�S�V�����-�R�J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���S�J�½�G�I�V�����Q�E�V�O�I�X�M�R�K���I�\�I�G�Y�X�M�Z�I�����T�Y�F�P�M�G���V�I�P�E�X�M�S�R�W���S�J�½�G�I�V�����V�I�G�S�V�H�W���Q�E�R�E�K�I�V����
�X�V�E�R�W�T�S�V�X�����X�S�Y�V�M�W�Q���E�R�H���L�S�W�T�M�X�E�P�M�X�]�����M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���E�M�H���E�R�H���½�R�E�R�G�I��

Introduction
Economics A Level gives pupils the opportunity to understand key microeconomic and macroeconomic 
concepts and theory through critical consideration of current economic issues and problems that affect 
everyday life.

Aims of the course 
The AS and A Level course aims to develop the following skills:

• develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of economics

• develop an understanding of a range of concepts and an ability to use these concepts in a variety 
of national and international contexts

• use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of economics and to think as economists

Course outline and assessment procedure 
The Edexcel A Level requires students to study the following units: 

• �9�R�M�X������– Markets in action

• �9�R�M�X������– Macroeconomics performance and policy

• �9�R�M�X������– Business Behaviour

• �9�R�M�X������– Developments in the global economy

The course is assessed through external examinations. Pupils will take Unit 1 and 2 exams in Year 12 which 
make up the AS. Unit 3 and Unit 4 examinations are taken in Year 13 to complete the full A Level. Each exam 
is worth 25% of the A Level.

Considerations for entry on course 
The desired entry requirement is a grade B/6 at GCSE level in English and mathematics. Pupils will have to 
develop substantial independent study skills and an ability to use initiative. Pupils will be expected to study 
extensively in their own time as well as read around the subject. 

Possible careers and future study 
Economics is an excellent course for those looking to understand the world of business, international 
relations and careers ranging from environmental management to the music industry. Economics A Level 
is not a prerequisite for continued study at university.


